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Islam Beyond Worship:

The Importance of Daily Affairs in a Believer’s Life

Introduction

All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, we seek His help and His forgiveness. We seek
refuge in Allah from the evils of our souls and from the consequences of our deeds.
Whomsoever Allah guides, none can misguide, and whomsoever He leaves astray, none
can guide. | bear witness that there is no god except Allah alone without partner, and | bear
witness that Muhammad % is His servant and His Messenger.

O servants of Allah!

Fear Allah as He deserves to be feared, and do not die except in a state of Islam. Reflect
deeply on your lives, not only your prayers and fasting, but your daily dealings, your
relationships, your responsibilities, and your conduct with others. Islam is not confined to
the masjid; it is a complete way of life that governs every moment of our existence.

Dear respected brothers and sisters!

Today, many Muslims limit Islam to rituals, prayer, fasting, Hajj, and charity, while
neglecting the most visible part of Islam: our daily dealings. This misunderstanding has
caused a serious imbalance in our lives. Today’s sermon is a reminder that Islam is not
partial, it demands complete submission in every aspect of life.

1. Islam Means Complete Submission (A Covenant with Allah)

The word Islam itself means complete and unconditional submission to Allah. Itis not a
partial commitment, nor a selective way of life, it is a total surrender of one’s will to the will
of the Creator.

When we recite the Shahadah — “La ilaha illa Allah, Muhammadur Rasulullah” — we are
not merely uttering a statement of faith. Rather, we are entering into a sacred covenant, a
binding agreement with Allah . This covenant is not symbolic; it is practical,
comprehensive, and lifelong.



Think of it in a simple way: just as the Constitution of a country governs every aspect of the
lives of its citizens, defining their rights, duties, and boundaries, similarly, the Shahadah
becomes the constitution of a believer’s life. It defines how we think, how we act, how we
deal with others, and how we live every moment of our lives.

This declaration means:

My beliefs (Imaniyat) belong to Allah

e Myworship (Ibadat) belongs to Allah

e My 3l (dealings, business, transactions) belong to Allah
e My ilxs (social life) belongs to Allah

e My &l (character and behavior) belongs to Allah

Nothing is outside the scope of Islam. There is no separation between “religious life” and
“worldly life” in Islam. Every action—whether in the masjid, at home, in business, orin
society—falls under the guidance of Allah.

That is why Allah ¥ commands in the Qur’an:
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“O you who believe! Enter into Islam completely...” (Al-Bagarah: 208)

This verse is a powerful reminder that Islam is not to be followed partially. We cannot
choose what suits us and leave what is difficult. Accepting Islam means embracing it
entirely, in belief, in worship, in ©3las, in & dles, and in @3S\

2. Islam is a Complete System - Not Just Worship

one of the greatest misunderstandings about Islam today is that it is limited to </Le(acts
of worship) alone. Many people think Islam is only about @l » sall 33Lall and _SA, While
these are essential pillars, Islam is far greater and more comprehensive than that.

Islam is a complete system of life. It is a balanced and integrated way of living that covers
every dimension of human existence. Scholars have beautifully explained that Islam
consists of five major departments:

o Imaniyat (Beliefs) - What we believe about Allah, His Prophets, the Hereafter
e Ibadat (Worship) — Our prayers, fasting, charity, and acts of devotion

e Muamlaat (Dealings/Transactions) — Our financial matters, business ethics,
contracts



e Muasharat (Social Life) — Our relationships with family, neighbors, and society
e Akhlaqgiyat (Character and Ethics) — Our manners, honesty, humility, and integrity

A person becomes a complete Muslim only when he strives to excel in all five areas. If one
area is strong and others are weak, the personality remains incomplete.

Today, unfortunately, we see a serious imbalance. Many people are regular in <lle—they
pray five times a day, they fastin Ramadan, they perform Umrah and Hajj—but when it
comesto < kleand 2/ there is weakness.

e A person prays, but he breaks his promises

He stands in salah, but he lies in business

He recites the Qur’an, but he cheats in transactions

¢ Heraises his hands in dua, but he betrays trusts (amanah)
This contradiction is not a small issue—it is a dangerous spiritual disease.
The Prophet # described a bankrupt person (.44 on the Day of Judgment:

A person will come with prayers, fasting, and charity, but he had abused others, wronged
others, consumed their wealth unjustly—so his ©lle will be taken and given to those he
harmed. (Muslim)

What does this teach us? <labe alone are not enough if ©3lae and 334 are corrupt.
3. The Great Mistake: Separating Worship from Daily Life
Dear brothers and sisters!

One of the greatest mistakes of our time is that we have not rejected Islam openly, but we
have practically divided it.

We confined ©lsle to the masijid, and left ©3klss to our personal desires.

We pray, fast, and make dua, but when it comes to daily life, we act as if Islam has no
guidance. This is especially visible in Muamlaat (daily dealings):

e Buying and selling
e Lending and borrowing
e Fulfilling promises

e Partnerships and business dealings



These are often treated as “worldly matters,” but in Islam, they are deeply religious matters.
Every transaction is under the watch of Allah, and every deal is part of our accountability on
the Day of Judgment.

The Prophet £ said:
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“The truthful and trustworthy merchant will be with the Prophets, the truthful, and the
martyrs.” (Tirmidhi)

This shows that honest business is not just a worldly activity, it is a path to the highest
ranks in the Hereafter.

Dear brothers, Islam does not accept a life where a person is righteous in the masjid but
careless in the marketplace. The same Allah we worship in prayer is the One who
commands honesty in our &3las,

True Islam is when our worship shapes our daily life, when our business, our promises, and
our relationships all reflect the fear of Allah.

4. Islam Gave Detailed Guidance in Muamlaat

Just as Islam explains prayer and fasting in detail, it also provides comprehensive laws for
transactions.

In classical Islamic jurisprudence, entire chapters are dedicated to this:
o Kitab al-Buyu’ (Trade)
e Kitab al-ljarah (Hiring/Leasing)
o Kitab al-Sharikah (Partnership)
o Kitab al-Wakalah (Agency)
e Kitab al-Qard (Loans)
o Kitab al-Hawalah (Transfer of debt)
This shows that Muamlaat are not secondary, they are central to Islam.
5. Daily Dealings Can Become Worship

One of the beauties of Islam is that even worldly actions become acts of worship when
done according to Shariah.

e Honest business =lbadah



e Fulfilling a promise = Ibadah

e Returning trust = Ibadah

e Beingtruthful = Ibadah
The Prophet £ was asked
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“What are the major sins?”
He said: “The false oath (Al-Yameen Al-Ghamoos).”
It was asked, “What is the false oath?”
He replied:

“It is the oath by which a person unlawfully takes the property of a Muslim while he is lying.”
(Bukhari)

This shows that financial dishonesty is not a smallissue, it is a major sin.

6. Acceptance of Worship Depends on Dealings

Worship alone are not enough, their acceptance depends on our <Sklas,

The Prophet £ mentioned a person who:

Travels to Kaba, raises his hands and makes dua and calls upon Allah with humility
But his food is haram, his income is haram and his dealings are haram

The Prophet £ then said:
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“How can his supplication be accepted?” (Muslim)

This hadith teaches us a powerful lesson:
If our ©3klas are corrupt, they can block the acceptance of our &labe,

So, we must not only focus on praying, but also on earning halal, dealing honestly, and
living righteously.

Conclusion:
Dear brothers and sisters!

We must reflect seriously: Are we practicing Islam completely, or partially? Are we only
Muslims in the masjid, or also in our homes, businesses, and daily interactions?



The success of this Ummah does not lie only in increasing <labe, but in reviving honesty,
trust, justice, and 3> in our daily affairs. If we correct our ©>wlxs, not only will our <ale be

accepted, but our communities will flourish, and Islam will shine through our character.

Let us renew our covenant with Allah today:

To be truthful in speech
Honest in business
Just in dealings

Trustworthy in responsibilities

May Allah make us complete Muslims, strong in faith, sincere in worship, and exemplary in
our daily affairs. May He purify our &3l and accept our <labe, Ameen.



